YOU WILL LOVE
YOUR ENGLISH EXPERIENCE AT
OUR SCHOOL

Fairfield Intermediate School

Fairfield Intermediate is one of New Zealand’s
most progressive schools for international
students. We excel at helping students master
English while enjoying the experience of a
lifetime.

OUR COUNTRY

NEW ZEALAND

A SAFE COUNTRY

New Zealand is a safe country in every way.
Politically, it has been stable for 150 years. And
culturally, there is widespread harmony between
the many races that live within these two
stunning islands.

A WELCOMING COUNTRY

Cultural diversity can sometimes lead to
tensions. But rather than being divided by
differences, New Zealanders have become an
extremely welcoming people. We feel at ease
with people from other countries because so
many have already made New Zealand their
home.

AN ENGLISH COUNTRY

Around the world, New Zealand has a reputation
for its high level of English. Because our language
is based on British English, many come to here to
develop their language skills.

A STUNNING COUNTRY

More than any other quality, ‘natural beauty’ is
the trademark of New Zealand. It’s as though
every landscape has been squeezed into the
270,535 sq/km of our two islands. Tropical
beaches, rain forests, glaciers, fiords, and snow-
capped mountains. It’s all here.

AN INEXPENSIVE COUNTRY

For international students, the favourable
exchange rate makes New Zealand a very
attractive option.
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HAMILTON

A SAFE AND RELAXED CITY

Hamilton is New Zealand’s largest inland city and
the home of 131,000 people. Through its middle
flows the Waikato River, the longest in the
country and the symbol of Hamilton. With its
rural roots and warm temperatures, Hamilton is
a terrific place for children to learn English.

A CULTURALLY WELCOMING CITY

Over 80 ethnic groups have made Hamilton their
home. Such diversity makes Hamilton a culturally
welcoming city. Walk down any street or visit
any school and you will see people from all over
the world working and living side by side.

AN ACTIVE CITY

With 135 parks and 58 sports areas, there is
much to see and do within Hamilton. There’s
even a zoo. And because of its central location,
Hamilton is just a short drive from other
attractions where you can ski, swim, surf and
bike through Redwood forests.

OUR SCHOOL

A VERY WELCOMING EXPERIENCE

AN INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

Fairfield Intermediate is one of New Zealand’s
most progressive schools for international
students. Not only will your children gain
excellent skills in English, we’ll also help them to
make friends, enjoy our school community and
see our remarkable country.

A CARING SCHOOL

No doubt your highest priority is the safety and
wellbeing of your students. We want you to know
that our entire International Department is set
up to make sure your children are cared for.

A PARENT-FRIENDLY SCHOOL

At Fairfield Intermediate, we believe the parents
of our International Students should have regular
contact with their children. To assist with this,
we have weekly class times where children can
write and email their families and friends back
home.

To help parents monitor their child’s
development, school reports and progress
updates are regularly sent home to student
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families. Parents will also be sent portfolios of
their child’s work.

HOMESTAYS

A loving home makes all the difference to a
child. If a child knows they’re a welcome
member of a family, they feel confident, make
friends more easily, and are able to perform
better in their studies.

Thorough screening: Fairfield Intermediate
School performs strict assessments on all
Homestay families. In doing so we comply with
the Pastoral Care regulations set out by the New
Zealand Government. Such screening includes:
Police checks, homestay family interviews,
security checks on homes and safety checks on
homestay vehicles. We take all measures to
ensure the safety and wellbeing of your students.

Monitoring: Each international child will come
under the care of a Fairfield Intermediate
Coordinator, a person responsible for monitoring
a student’s wellbeing. This Coordinator will
informally interview each child every week to
ensure their emotional and physical needs are
being met.

OUR COURSES

COURSE 1: One Year English Experience

There is no question that the most effective way
to learn English and understand New Zealand
culture is from an extended stay in our country.
Fairfield Intermediate is delighted to offer
foreign students a 12 month English education
experience at our school. Here is what a student
will receive over 12 months:

ACADEMIC DEVELOPMENT

Conversation Class: In this class your students
will focus on activities that will help them with
pronunciation, speaking accuracy and fluency in
English.

Survival English Class: This programme is
designed to increase each child’s English
vocabulary and familiarize them with common
English phrases and words associated with
classroom language.

Academic Writing Class: This programme is for
advanced students. It will increase their
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academic vocabulary and improve their basic
essay writing skills in preparation for entrance to
New Zealand Secondary schools.

Advanced Reading and Writing Class: In this
class, advanced students will improve their basic
sentence writing structures and general
vocabulary. Our teachers will also develop
reading comprehension strategies for each child
so that overall reading levels improve.

General classes with NZ students: To help
develop their English and social skills, your
students will attend general classes with local
students. These classes will include Science,
Music, Art, and Woodwork.

CULTURAL EXPERIENCES

Enjoying New Zealand culture is one of the most

rewarding aspects of a student’s time with us.

Over 12 months, a young person will:

e experience indigenous Maori culture

e become involved in New Zealand sports
teams

e celebrate seasonal festivals

e have opportunities to participate in school
dramas, choirs, or orchestras

e visit beautiful sites around New Zealand

SOCIAL OPPORTUNITIES

At Fairfield Intermediate, we believe building

relationships is a fundamental part of your

student’s New Zealand experience. And that’s

the great thing about our 12 month course - it is

enough time to make lasting friendships.

Relationship opportunities will occur as students:

e experience school life at Fairfield
Intermediate

e enjoy NZ home life with their Homestay
families

e participate in school camps and sports

e share meals and outings

e are partnered with their own “School Buddy”

COURSE 2: Semester English Experience

New Zealand schools operate over four semesters
with each semester running for 9-10 weeks. This
two month period is ideal for students seeking an
in-depth English and cultural experience without
the time and financial costs that can come with
longer stays. Here is what a student will receive
over one semester:
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ACADEMIC DEVELOPMENT

Conversation Class: In this class your students
will focus on activities that will help them with
pronunciation, speaking accuracy, and fluency in
English.

Survival English Class: This programme is
designed to increase each child’s English
vocabulary and familiarize them with common
English phrases and words associated with
classroom language.

Academic Writing Class: This programme is for
advanced students. It will increase their
academic vocabulary and improve their basic
essay writing skills in preparation for entrance to
New Zealand Secondary schools.

General classes with NZ students: To help
develop their English and social skills, your
students will attend general classes with local
students. These classes will include Science,
Music, Art, and Woodwork.

CULTURAL EXPERIENCES

Enjoying New Zealand culture is one of the most

rewarding aspects of a student’s time with us.

Over a 2 month semester, a young person:

¢ will experience indigenous Maori culture

o will participate in New Zealand sports events

o will celebrate the festivals specific to the
season in which their semester occurs

o will have opportunities to participate in
choirs, or orchestras

o will visit the beautiful sites around New
Zealand

SOCIAL OPPORTUNITIES

As mentioned previously, Fairfield Intermediate

believes that building friendships is a

fundamental part of your student’s New Zealand

experience. That’s the great thing about our

Semester English Experience - it’s time enough

to develop good friendships. Relationship

opportunities will occur as students:

e experience school life at Fairfield
Intermediate

e enjoy NZ home life with their Homestay
families

e participate in school camps and sports

e share meals and outings

e are partnered with their own “School Buddy”
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COURSE 3: Short-term English Experience

Today, many students are wanting a compact
English experience. In addition to boosting their
English skills, they also want to enjoy the culture of
a new country. It’s about having an overseas
adventure.

Individuals or Groups: As you will see below, the
Academic/Cultural/Social experiences will vary
depending on whether a student comes to Fairfield
Intermediate as an individual or as part of a larger
overseas group:

ACADEMIC DEVELOPMENT

Conversation Class: In this class your students will
focus on activities that will help them with
pronunciation, spoken accuracy, and fluency in
English. It’s all about helping them master the
fundamentals.

Listening Skills: The key to all language
development is listening, the ability to hear how
conversations are structured and how words are
pronounced. Helping students acquire and develop
this skill is the focus of this class.

Vocabulary Class: This class will increase each
student’s range of conversational and literary
vocabulary. This will help children grow in
confidence in the classroom and in their personal
relationships with New Zealand citizens.

Group School Orientation: An overseas group will
be given a special tour of Fairfield Intermediate to
get them familiar with our facilities and layout.

CULTURAL EXPERIENCES

New Zealand is world renowned for it’s outdoor
living. Depending on the season, students can
expect to enjoy class trips to the beach, farm,
local museum, tourist locations, and meal
outings. They may also experience a class
camping trip.

Group School Orientation: An overseas group will
also be given a traditional Maori welcome
ceremony and Marae experience. And if they wish,
the group will have the opportunity to perform
cultural items to the school.

SOCIAL OPPORTUNITIES

All our overseas students will have many
opportunities to make “Kiwi” friends. Each
student will
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e be partnered with their own kiwi “School
Buddy”

e be fully involved in school life

e participate in parties and BBQ meals

e experience NZ life with their homestay
family

CONTACT US TODAY

For more information regarding fees /
enrolments / availability of student places,
please contact: Pennie Braithwaite - Director of
International Students. Telephone: 0064 7
8559718 Extension: 859, Email:
pbraithwaite@fairfieldintermediate.school.nz
Website: www.fairfieldintermediate.school.nz

PHOTO CAPTIONS:

Your children will love our outdoor adventure
facilities

Our tennis courts are ideal for team games and
physical development

Shaded area for shared lunches

Fairfield Intermediate has large fields for
children to enjoy sport and play

Music and drama are also catered for at our
school

The entire school meets twice a week in our new
auditorium

International students will make kiwi friends
easily at our school

Fairfield Intermediate is an attractive
environment for children

Our students enjoy the mix of sporting and
academic pursuits

Our large gymnasium is perfect for indoor sports
and activities

Fairfield offers a unique Maori cultural
experience

Our international language department is one of
the most advanced in the region
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