3" China University Exhibition —
November 15, 2007

Good morning, Ladies and Gentlemen. In
particular | acknowledge:

- Your Excellency Mr. Ma Chongren,

Chinese Consul General

- Mr. Li Jianmin, Deputy Secretary
General of the China Scholarship
Council

- Mr. Mike Lee, Chairman of the
ARC

- Mr. Bruce Adin, Northern Regional

Manager of the MoE and
- representatives of other New
Zealand universities

Please allow me to add my welcome; it is
indeed a great pleasure to have you here,
with us. I've been asked to say a few
words about AUT University ...

AUT is New Zealead's newest university,
although our institution has a history as a
technical institute and technical college,
dating back to 1895.

AUT University is unique in this country,
but not the world. The United Kingdom
and Australia, for example, have many
successful universities with backgrounds
and approaches similar to AUT. Like the
traditional universities they maintain a
close interdependence of teaching and
research but they are also characterised

by:

¢ an emphasis on professional
preparation

e the active integration of theory
with practice

e creativity as much as discovery

e aresponsiveness to the emerging
economy and changing society

Recent examples of AUT's
responsiveness include:

e The launch of the Sales major in
our Bachelor of Business degree.

This is the first, and only, business

degree major in sales in this part
of world and was the direct result
of us listening to the expressed
needs of the business community.
e The Launch of the Master of
Construction Management degree
is another example of AUY
engaging with the business
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community and responding to an
expressed need.

e We are also engaged in several
innovative and quite exciting
social development initiatives our
in the communities which we
serve. These are generally
designed to inspire young people
and help them develop the
communication, management and
teamwork skills to succeed in the
final years of secondary school.

As a new university, AUT is still building its
research capacity and we have come a
long way, quite quickly. We already have
14 research institutes and centres,
including the Centre for Radio Physics and
Space Research, the Biotechnology
Research Institute and the Institute of
Public Policy.

AUT has an international perspective. We
understand the importance of building
international relationships and we place a
high value on the contribution that
international students make to university
life. We currently have students from 65
different countries studying at AUT and
they enjoy an inclusive learning
environment — one which supports a
diversity of people, cultures and ideas.

AUT has been working in China for 18
years. Last year, building on that
experience, we successfully hosted a
large business event in Auckland — the
China business Forum. The Forum’s
purpose was to bring together many
experts who could inform New Zealand
business leaders of the best approaches
to doing business in China.

AUT's strongest relationships in China are
with:

e Nanjing University — especially in
the fields of business, engineering
and languages

e Harbin Institute of Technology — in
social sciences

e Shanghai Institute of Technology
— applied science

e Sun Yatsen University — design

e Jinlin Institute of Techonology —
engineering

e East China University of Science
and Technology — public policy
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AUT is also very proud of its Chinese
Centre, established 12 years ago. The
Centre provides support services to over
2000 Chinese speaking students as well
as providing a forum for seminars on
China.

China is very important to New Zealand

and to New Zealand universities. China is
certainly very important to AUT University
and | congratulate you on your exhibition.

Thank you.
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